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ON 

SATIRE, &c. 

FA TE gtv t tK«^wiQri3,_tlie cruel arrow fped, 
And Pope lies number'd with the mighty dead. 
■ Exulting Dulnefs ey'd the letting light, 

And'flapp'd her wing, impatient for the night : 
3 Guilt at the fignal towzing all her train, . 
Broods o'er the glories of her growing reign : 
Th' envenom'd monfters fpit their deadly foam. 
To blaft the laurel that furrounds his tomb : 
With inextinguilhable rage they bum, 
10 And fiiake-hung Envy hiiTes o'er his tirn. 

Biit 



b, Google 



6 Att ^%^k^ on SATIRE. 

But thou whofe eye, from paffion's film refin'd. 
Can fee trae greatnefs in an honeft mind ; 
Gan fee each virtue and each grace unite. 
And tafte the raptures of a purh delight ;. 

15 O vifit oft- bis awful pbge witji care,. 

And view the bright «ffemblage treafijr'd there. — 
Yet deign to hear the efforts of a muie, 
W'Kdfc eye, not ^ing, his ardent flight purflies -^ 
intent from this great archetype to draw, 

20 Or &intly fhadow Satire's pow'r and law ; 

Pleas'di if from hence th' unlearn'd may comprehend^ 
And' ccv'i^ence' »ii and Satire's generous end. 

I. In tv'iy br«aft there burns an aflive flame. 
The love; of glory, or the dread of fliame : 

25 The paffion one, tho' different fonfts it wear, 
As brighteh'd jnto hope, or funk by feat : 
The lifpii\g infant, and the hoary fire, ■ 
And ywKh and manhood feel the hoatt-bora fire r 
The charms of praife the coy, the mddeft wooe, 

30 And fly from glory shat (he may purfue : 

( A» 
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^ Essay o»SATI RE. 7 

(As Galatea f , playful on the green, 
Hide* in the grove, yet wilhes to be feeji :} 
She, pow'rful goddefs, rules the wife and great ; 
Bends ev'n reluflant hermits at her feet : 

J5 Haunts the proud city, and the lowly fliadc, 
And fways alike the fcepter and, the ^ade. 

Heay'n thus in man it's fiiendly pow'r diiplay^ 
To urge him on to deeds that merit praift : 
But man, vain man, to folly only wife, 

40 Rejeds the Manna fent bim from the lldes : 
Witfa xaptDnr-faean corrupted paffioQ*s call. 
Still ptoudfy prone to mingle with the ftalL ' 
As each deceitful fliadonr tempts his view. 
He for imagio'd fubftance quits the true-: 

+5 Eager to catch the vifionary prize. 

In queft of glory pknges deep in vice; 
Till madly zealous, impotentiy vain, 
He forfeits ev'jy praife be paats to gain. 



Thus 



Fuglt ad SaUas,f€dfe cufit ante videri. Vmo. 



db, Google 



8 ^» Essay on SATIRE. 

Thus ftill imperious nature plies her part, 

50 And ftill her diflates work in ev'ry heart ; 
Each pow'r that fovereign nature bids enjoy, 
Man may corrupt, but man can ne'er deftroy :: 
Like mighty rivers, with refiftlefs force 
The paffions rage, obftruQed in. their courle j 

55 Swell to new heights, forbidden paths explore. 
And drown thofe viirtues which they fed before. 
And fupe the deadfieft foe to virtue's fiamCy 
Our worft of evils, i& perverted Jhame. 
Beneatl> this yolce what al^e<a nizmbcrs gtooa, 

60 The-fllackled flaves to' folly not their own I 
Blind to ourfelves, by fordid fear opprels'd, 
We fcek our Virtues in each other's breaft; 
Meanly adopt another's wild caprice. 
Another's weaknels, or another's vioe. 

65 Each tool to hood-wink'd pride, fo poorly great. 
That pines in ^lendid vrietcfaednefi of ftate, 
Tir'd in ambition's chafe, would nobly yield. 
And but for fiiame, like Sylla, quit the-fieWs' 



The 
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^ Essay e» SATIRE. 9 

The daemon Sbame paints ftrong the ridicule, 

70 And whifpers dofe " theimrld will caH you fid." 

Behold, yon wretch, t6 impious madnefs driv'n. 

Believes and trembles, while he IcoiTs at heav'n: 

By weakners Arong, and bold thro' fear alone. 

He dreads the fiieer by (hallow coxccimbs thtown, 

75 Dauntlefi purfues the path Spinoza trod, ■ 

To man a coward, a travoe to God +. 

Truth, juftice, heav'n, in vain (hall claim their pow'r. 

If the heart court fantaftick honour more : 

Thus virtue (inks beneath unnumber'd woes. 

So When padions born her friends, revolt, her foes. 

Hence Satire's pow'r : 'Tis her inftruftive part, 

To c^m the wild diforders of the heart : 

She points the:arduous height where g^ory lies. 

And teaches mad ambition to be wife ; 

B From 

•^ Voii-ttt ce Ljbertin m ptMk intreplde-y 

Suifrechc cmtrc un Dieu que Jans fin ami il croit I 

11 iroit embrajfer la verity qu'ii voit : ■ 

Mais Jtfii faux amis ilcraint la raitterit, 

M,t n/ iravi aiifi Dieu fie far (tltrmmric Boil. Ep.3. 
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8 j Fiomi foul example kiddles fair defiie, 
Drawa good' fiom ill, from flint elicits fire ; 
Like the nice BIb, wi];h >att' lodL fiifatlf ttue 
From p<^s'noos vice exttaft a Kealiog dew fy 
Strips black cppreflibaaf ha gs^di^ife, 

JO' And Wid< tbe i»g in. natire bondc rile i 
Strikes bloated pride,, and. lawlefs rapine dead, 
And ptants the wreath of &me on virtue's bead 

< Nor boafls the mufe imaginary powr, 

Tho' 6ft!* fhe mourn thofb ills fhe cannot tiiret 

55 The worthy court her,, and tlie worthki» fear } 
Who hate her-pterciiig eye, Aat eye reveres ' ' 
Her awfiil voice the Vain add vile obey, 
And ev'ry foe -to wifilom feels her flv^ t 
Smarts, pedants, a» Ae finifcs, no more grow vain j 
100 Defponding fops refign the clouded cane ; 
Hulh'd at her voice, pert lolly's fclf is ftill. 
And dulne^ wondets whils fhe 4rofs her^uiil. 



Htr 



•f Parody on thefe Una of Mr. Pofr: 

b the nice Bt.lL wiat art fifibtlj true 
Srm fys'iuu ieris ixtralts a beaKng deWy. 
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!/*» Essay e« SATIRE. ii 

Htr hand from vice fair virtues oft hath' ftming. 
As the £kill'd planter raifes flow'rs from idung t 

t05 Weak are the des which publicfc art can find. 
To quell the madnefs of the tainted mind i 
Cunning evades, fccurely wrapt in wiles j- 
And force ftrong-finew'd rends th'unequal' toils i 
The ftream of vice impetuous drives along, ' 

110 Too deep for policy, for pow'i too ftrong i - 
Ev'n fiir religion, native of the fties, 
Scom'd hj the fool, fedcs re&ge with the wile t 
But S-tTiEE's arrow fcarches iv'ry breaft t' 
She plays a Tiding paiSon on the reft r ' 

115 Faft binds the flave that •attk dnd heav'n 4e(yd» 
And a>m him frotn the b«*t?ty ;^f his pride; 
When fell corruption, byhw VaiftJs cKiwn'd, 
Pepdes &U'b juAice piloflrate on the grouad f 
Swift to redrefi. ♦i»;i5ijur'd,pe(iple;s^rQ»n, ,,' 

tio Bold Satire • fljtfces thpi'^TOltt^oto befcthnont ^ 
Vm':M. M death, defiesjlw.fordid .trtip^^ ., i 
And nav^..4»Sd fyfijpjjajite: feitcWitd. 'il» <i&&. 

" . B» ■-,,.. .. -Jut 
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But With' the friends of vice, the foes of Satiri, 
All truth is fpleen, all fpirit is ill-nature, 

125 Well may they dread the Mufe'i fatal Ikill;. 
WeU may they tremble when (he draws her. qujll t 
Hermagick quill, that like Ithuriel'sfpear. 
Dilplays the cloven hoof,. o£ lengthen'd ear ;: 
Bids vice and folly; take unborrow'd fliapes, 

130 TumSsDuchefias te.* ftrumpete, beaux to apes, 
Drags the- vile whifperer from his dark abode. 
Till all the diernon ftarb up from the ioad*. 
O Ibrdid maxim,' fomi'd tb fcreen the vdlei ' l 
That true good-nature ftill muft wear a finiie f- 

135 In frowns involv'd her beauties ftronger rile, 
Wheil lovedf virtue wakei her fcorn of vice : 
Where juftice calls, 'tis cruelty to fave j 
And 'tis the law's good-natuie hangs die knave.. 
Who coinbats virtue's foe, is virtue's friend ; 

140 Then judge of SA.tike's merit by her end :■ 

To guitt alone her veageance ftands confin'd, 

The objeiS: of hep love is all mankind, 

Tbey 

* Mot tbefi into Duche&s; which is but a modern ut. 
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^« Essay o» SAT I R E. 13 

They leaft are pain'd, who merit Satire moft : 
Folly the Laureat's, vice was Chatties' boafl : 

145 And fure 'tis.juft to gibbet high the name 
Of fools and knaves aiheady dtad to Ihame. 
Oft' Satike afls the faithful furgeon's part j 
Generous and kind, tho' painful is her art: 
Her optics all the dark difeafe explore, 

K50 Her weapon launces wide the gangreen'd lore ; 
Deep wounds hypocrify's fiur-feeming Ikin, 
Where death in ulcerous humours lurks within r 
With caution bold, Ihe only ftrikes to heal, 
Tho' folly bums to break the friendly fteel. 

155 Then £ire no guilt impartial Satike knows,. 
Kind, etcen in vengeance kind to virtue's foes : 
Whole is the crime, the fcandal too be their's r' 
The fcnave and fool ace their own libellers. 
. i, Dare'iuUy tien : But confcious of your truft^ 

160 As ever warm and bold, be ever juft : 

Nor court applaufe in thele degenerate days ;, 
The hate of villains is extorted praife; 

O'er 
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O'er all be fleadjr m a' noble endi 
And fhew" mankind that truth has yet a friend. 

1-6 j 'Tis mean for' empty praiTe of wit to write 

(As Foplings laugh to flrow their teeth are white;) 

To lafli a dot&tful folly with a fmile. 

Or madly blaie udcnown defeats, is vile: 

'Tis doubly vile, when biit to prove your art, - ' 

170 You £x an arrow in a blamelefi heart. 

O loft 10 honour's call, O doom'd to fhame, . 
Thou fiend accurs'd, thou muFderer of &me ! 
Fell ravilher, from innocence to tear 
That name, than Ui^ than' freedom held more dear : 

1 75 To l^reathe ccnta^oh o'er the fprii^i^ How'r : 
Htjcrufics like, in wantonnefi of pbw'r 
To tortnre'tnith and virtue till they '£t, - 
And die in pangs upon the rack of witi 
"Wheje fliall thy bafenefs' ine« it's joft return, 

j8o Or what repay thy guilt, but endiefe fcora I 
Andknow, tmmorta] truth fhall mock thy toilj 
Immortal tr««h fliall bid the &>& recoil }: 

With 
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^.EssAy (w.SATIRE. 15 

With rage redoubled, wing the deadly dart ; 

And fteep it's load of poifon in thy heart 
185 Let Satire next, her proper limits know ; 

And e'er fhe ftrike, btfure flie flrikes a fbe. 

Nor fbndl}' deem, you fpy a real fool 

At each gay impulie of blind ridicule ; 

Before whofe altar virtue oft' hath bled, 
190 And oft' a fated vidim Hull be led : 

Lo I * Shaftsb'ry rears her high on realbn's throne. 

And loads the Have with honours not her own : 

Big- 

* It were to be vUhed that Lord Shafifhury iaS cxpreflett hknfelf with greater precifion 
•n this (ubjed : However, thus much may be affirmed with tnuh. 

lit, By the general teiiour of his Eilays on Entbufiafmy and the Friedam ef Wit and 
Humour^ it qipcars that his principal delign Was to teoommeiKl the^^> of Ri'dicuie 
(aa he cills it) for the lavtJiigatUn o£ TruUi, and DettiiioH of Fallhood, not only fa 
maral but rtliguut (ubjoQa, 

idly. It a{^>cars no lels evident, that in the couife of his reafonings on this cjueftion, 
he confounds two thin^ which are in their nature and confo^ences entirely different. 
Thcfi; are, RidieuU and Gead-Humtvr ; the latttr acknowledged by all to be the beft 
JUtdiattr in every debate ; the ftrmtr no lels r^ardcd by moft, as an Emiroller and 
Incendiary. Tho' he fets out with a formal pcoreffion of proving the efficacy of Wit, 
Humour, and Ridicule in the inveiligation of Truth, yet by mifting and mixing his 
terms, he genfially llidea inienftbly into mere encomiums on Good-Breeding, Cbearfiil- 
neis. Urbanity, and free Enquiry. This indeed teeps fomething like an argument on 
foot, and amu&s- the fuperficial reader ; but to a more (^fervant eye difcovers a very 
conCemptible defed either of Jincertty or penetration. 

The queftion concerning Ridicule may be thus not improperly ftated : Whether deubt- 
fiil Pro{K>fitioii3 of any kind can be afartaitud by the awlicauon of RtdicuU f Mucti 
might be laid on this queltion ; but a few words will make the matter clear to an un-> 
prejudiced mind. 

The Di£4^>robation or Contempt which certain objet^ raife in the mind of oian, i> 
a par^ulai node of Paffion : the obje£U of this paffion are a^rtnt Falihood> Incon- 
gruity^ 



y Google 



1 6 An Essay on SATIRE, 

Big-fwoln with folly, as her fmiles provoke, 
Profancncfs fpawns, pert dulnefs drops a joke I 
195 Say, fhall we join a while this gaping crew. 
And prove at leaft, the idcot may be true 5 
Deride our weak forefathers' mufty rule. 



Who therefore faiil'd, bgcaufe they iaw a fool ? 

Sublimer 

«mty, or Impropriety of fome particular kinds. Thus, the objefl of Fear is apparent 
Danger, or probublc accroaching 111. But who has ever dreamt of exalting the paiEon 
of Pear into a Stamiard or Teji of real Danger? The dcflgn muft have been rejefled as 
ahfurd, becaufc it is the worlc of Reafon unlyy to correiEi and fix the paJEon on its proptf 
objefls. The (S^c is paridlel : apparent or feeming Falifaoods, Wf, arc the obje^ of 
Contempt ; but it is the work ol Reafon only, to determine whether the fuppefed Falf- 
hoods be real or fiSithits. But it is (aid, " The Sen/e ef Ridicule can never be mif- 

taken." Why, no more can the Sen/e a/ Danger. — ■ — " What, do aiKti nevtxfrar 

without reafon?' Yes, very commonly; but they as often dejpije and laugh without 

leafon. And thus, before any thing can be determined in either cafe, Reafon, and Rca- 
Ibii only, rouft cxamjue CircumftanceSf fcparate Idea*, decide upon, reftrain> attd cot" 
rc£t the PaiEon. 

Hence it follows, that the way sf Ridicule is in faft no more than ifpeeles af Ell' 
auence : It applies to a Faffion, and therefore can eo no farther in the inveftigation •f 
Truth, than any of thofe arts which tend to raife Xkjvc, Pity, Terror, Rage or Hatred 
in the heart of man. Confequently, his Lordlbip might have tranfplasted the tuhaU 
Sj/lem of Rbettriek into, his ntw fcheme, with the fame propriety as he hath introduced 
the way cf Ridicule itfelf. A hopeful projeS this, for the propagation of Truth I 

As this fcems to be the real nature and tendency of Ridicule, it hath been generally 
difcouniged by Phihfsphtrs and Divinei, together with every other mode of eloquence, 
when Kpply'a to centreverted Opinimt. This difcours^cment, from what is faid above, 
^pt.;r^ to have been rational and juft j therefore the charge laid againft Divines with 
rcgdfd lo this affair by a zealous adjnirer of hor&ShaftJbury (See a note on the Pleafuret 
«f liiiagiuaiiin. Book III.) feans entirely groundlcfe. The diftin^ion which the fame 
imthor hath attempted with refped to the influence of Ridicule, hetWKjifpecula live and 
tnorut Truths, fecms no better founded. It is certain that Opinims are no lefs liable to 
Ridicule tlon Jcti»ns. And it is no icfs certain that the way of Ridicule cannot deier- 
tnine tht Propri.;ty or Impropriety of the enef more than the Truth or FalQiood of th« 
$sber ; bec.nifc tlie fcme palTton of Contempt is equally engaged in both cafes, and tlicre- 
fore (as above} Reafon enfy can examine the circumitances of tit»tA£lion or Opinion^ 
and thus tix ilu- P.iffion on its proper 0\)}e&s. 

Upon the whole, this new dcfign of difcnering Truth by the vague and unfteadj Light 
»f Ridicule, puts one in mind of the honeft Irijhmaa^ who apply'd bis Candle to the StM' 
^iieilm order tu fee how the Night went. 
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An Essay en SAT I R E. 17 

Subliiner logick now adorns our ifle; 

100. We therefore fee a fool, hecaufe we fmile : 
■ Truth in her gloomy cave why fondly feek ? 
Lo I gay tax. fits in laughter's dimpled cheek : 
Contemns each furly academick foe. 
And courts the fpruce Iree-thinker and the beau e 

205 Dsedalian arguments but few can trace, 

But all can fcrew the muTdes of their face : 
Hence mighty Ridicule's all-conqu'ring hand 
ShaH work Herculean wonders thro' the land : 
Bound in the ma^ck of her cobweb chain, 

a 10 Great Warbdrton fhall rage, but r^e in rain ; 
Truth's {acred prize the loudeft horfe-laugh win ; 
And coxcombs vanquifli Berkley by a grin. 

But you mote wife, rqefl th'. inverted rule, • 
That truth is e'er explor'd by ridicule : 

a I S On truth, on fidfehood kt her colours 611,' 
She throws a dazzling glare alike on all-: 
Beware the mad advent'rer : Bold ^and blind 
She hoiils her faili and drives with ev'iy wiiit?, 

C Deaf 
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TitaS as the UprfB to 4v>king .vij^tue'» gropo, : 
110 Nor hepd^ a.^ei)d.'s dpftpj^i^ -pt |^,^fpq,' . 
Let cle«w^j!'(^ jsafon at tl)e,l»elra pi^^e^; 
Bear tq the wind. Of j^^a t^ejfHFicHls.tije:. 
Then mirth j()pay y)fggi wfl^en lifftfofe <*n<.«;fl>lpr«, 

115 Tho' difljiftl rise* bF:fl»t<;ii'4 «» Sati^b's, p^ge, 
Yet.cI^^,.'5ftjh);f'sjti|>Tdnt}v,l^e.^»:g6!Wf^ -. ;; 
Wif^»pf4w's^>#5ei- f(#jt'i5;fti3de«flBtH^ -j 
Ai^ jucjge -^he. r^g^jung mai;i((ier& t^-thopaft i ,; > 
Bid Bri^#n's,^^^^p?SiH(a,w^,ftB^si.) *riff,; , ; 

130 Aod aaciavj; honpfir beam: (^ j[ijici|iem w» : . 
Point back' to minds ingenuous,- adions. hiri 
Till the fom blufli aJC wh$t their fathers we^e ; 
E'er yet 'twas b^garjr the great to.truft ; 
E'er yet 'twas qujte a fcaodal to be jufl.; 

235 When vul^t fliargefs only dar'd a ly^ 
Or felfify^d tjiecwd, Qf ,cogg'4 the dye ; . 
E'er jewdnefi the ftain'd gub of honour wore. 
Or chafiii^ pti carted for the whore^ 

Vice 
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Vke ftnitted in the plumes of .freedom ditfi'dj 

Z40 OripnbUdc fpirk wot the publick. jift < ' 
E'er yet indignant Satire's honeft'page' 
Was fir'd to vengeance bjr an ircm age, 
, Tbe patent addthenurfe of ^T'tycnme< 
The dregs, the drailiingt of etfaai^ed time. -' 

^45 Be ever in a jaA etpreflion bold,- 

Yet ne'er Aeffaie'dk SkfiKt to a fdold : - - 
Let no imwortbjr rage her form debafc. 
But let Her finite, and let her fiowh with' grace : 
' In mittU be temperate, decent ia ha f^een ; 

250 Nor, whilerflie preaches mbdelfy, obfcene : 
Deep I^ bcr wound, notiankle fo a fore ; 
Nor can idi lotdftip?-^-, her gracSe' a — "- : 
The piviie\chaTii^>virith Au<eft ferce aflail. 
When :wbpt iblioay's tranlparent veil: 

255 Her beaiiti^ half^^bc^'d the more iurprize. 
And ketaer luftiie fparklfe in her eyes.- 
Then be your line with fliarp enconnums grac'd : 

Stile Clbdi'us liohdurable, Birfa chifte: ' 

: C 1 . ■ For 
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For miemoirs, Ayre the glory of.the nation ; . 
460 Cibber for ode, arid Gordon for ttanfla'tiaii -f-. ; ". 
Dart not on Folly an indignant eye: 

Who e'er difcharg'd artillery on. a fly ?. 

Laugh Bot at vice> abfurd the thought and vaiD> 

To bind the tiger in ta weak a chain t 
afr5 Nay more : when ila^ant crimes your lau^er tame. 

The knave exults: to Ifaiile k to approre. 

The mufc's labour thenftceefifhall crown. 

When Folly e^ her finite, and Vice her frown. 
ISnow.njBxt wh*t meafprej to each theme belong, 
170 And fuit your thoughts anid numbers to your fong j 

On wings proportion'd ta your quany rile, 

Atuiftoop to earth, or Ibar amon^ the floES. 

Thus when prevailing: folly claims a fmile. 

Free the expreffion^ humble be the ftile: 
27j In ftrains adapted ling the midi%ht; tijil ' ' 

Of Camps and S---S difcipUn'd by Hoyle. 
»•"» In artlefi numbers paint th' ambitious V—r-t, 

That mounts the bor, ^d Qmta '9. charioteer. 

For 

+ Of TjlCITUS, 
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For glory warm, the leathern belt puts on, 

280 And fmacks the whip with art, and rivals John; ' 
Or bim whofe moderate ambition reachet 
But to bis hip, a connoifleur in breeches. 
Proud with his fheers to clip his way to fame, 
And grope £>r glory while he covers fliame. 

285 Let Satire here in milder beauty fliine, 
And gayly graceful Iport along the line ; 
Bid awkard folly quit her thin pretence. 
And ' fmile each afledation into jen&.' 

Not fo when Virtue by her guards betray'd, 

290 Spurn'd from her throne, implores the mufe's aid :. 
When crimti which erft in kindred darknels lay. 
Rife froatlefs and ihfult the eye of day : 
Whsn weeping Hymen veils his hallow'd fires. 
And white-rob'd Chaftity with fighs retire ; 

295 And rank Adultery on the marrisge bed 
Hot ficom Cocy tus rears her crimlbn head : 
When private Faith and publiek Truft are fold, 
And traitors barter Liberty for gold : 

When 
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When fell Corniptionditrk ^d deep as fate, 

3da Saps the foan4atipn of a, tottering Aate : .'. : 

Wheij Gian5-Vite,«nd Irreligion: rife 
On mpuntaio'd fjilfehoods to iavads the fktes : • - • 
Ttwn iWvmer numbeK glow thro'SiTisE-i pa^, 
And. all her fmjlcs are daikcn'd into rage : 

305 On eagje wing flie gains Painfiffus' height. 

Not lofty Bpic foars a nobler, flight ; • . \ 
The cqoi<ious'm(wntain trembles at. her nod. 
And ev'ry. awfiil gcfture Ipeaks the God : - - 
TJxea keener indignation fires her eye. 

3 lO Then flafh her light'niijgs, and her thunders fly ( • 
Wide and more wide the flaming bolts are Jiurl'd, 
Till all her wrath invdves the guilty wodd^ 
Yet SATitB oft' aflumes. a gentler mein. 
And beamu on ^^rtue's friends a ftnile ferene'; 

315 Rebaaht wounds,, but pours her balm with joy, 
Pleas'd to commend, . where merit ftrikes her eye. 
But tread, with caution this enchanted giound, 
Inclos'd by. feithlefs precipice(j round : 

Truth, 
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Truth- be yoiir guide : difdain amUtion's call : 

310 And if you /all with Truth, you greatly fall.' ' 
'Tis virtue's nativi Lufire that muft jbint ': 
The poet can h\Afet it in his Une : 
Aad who uamov'd with. laughter can- behoU ' 
A dirty PeiUe- meanly grac'd with gold f 

325 I/Ct real merit then adorn your lays, 
For fliame attends on prollitBted praifi : 
And all youi wit, your moft diftinguifli'd art 
' Can only prove, you want an honeft heart. 

Not think, the Mule by Satihe's law confin'd ; 

330 She yields ddcription of the nobleft kind. 

Great ■« tie tioilj the latent foul to trace, ' 

To gaijitthe heart, SBid'catch internal gtiace ; ' 
By turas bid viec anii virtue ftrike our eyes, 
NowbidaWoLSEYorSEjANDS rife; 

3 ^5 Now with a touch more facred and refin'd. 

Call forth a Brutds' or aScifio'smind { ■ 
Here fweet or ftrong may ev'iy colour flow: 
Here let the pencil warm, the oanvafi glow : 

' Of 



, Google 



a4 ^ Essay e« SAT I RE. 

Of light land fliade proiroke the noble ftrife, 
540 And wake the fwelling figures into life. 

3. Thro' ages thus hath Satire greatly fliin'^, 
The ftiend .to truth, to virtue, and mankind : 
Yet the feir plant from virtue ne'er had Iprung ; 
And man was guilty e'er the Poet fung. 
34.5 With joy the Mufe beheld each better age, ■ • 

Till glowing crimes had wak'd her into rage : 
Truth fawher honeft Ipleen with juft delight, 
And bad her wing her Ihafts, and tjige their flight : 
Fifft on the Ions of Greece flieprov'd her aft, 
350 And Sparta felt the fierce Iambick Dart +. 
To I^tium next, avenging Satire flew : 
The flaming faulcion bold Lucilius • drew j 
With dauntlefs warmth in virtue's caufc engag'd. 
And conlcious villains trembled as lie rag'd. 

SiSNex't, 

^ ArcUhcum prcpno r/^s arma'ctt lambo. HoR, 

* Enfe velut Jiri3o qu/kia Xaicilim ardem 
htfremuity rubet auditor cm frigida meni efi 
Oimmbus, tacita fidaat frtecordia ttdfa. Jov. Sat. 1. 
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355 Next, plajrfiil Hokacb t caught the generous fire ; 
For S^AT ire's bow reiign'd the {bunding lyre : 
Each arrow poUfli'd in his hand was ften. 
And at it grew more polifli'd, grew more keen. 
He cloath'd his art in ftudy'd neghgence, 

360 Politely fly, cajoHd the foes of lenfe ; 

Seem'd but to fport and trifle with the dart, 
But while he fported, flab'd them to the heart. 
. In graver ftrains majeftick Fersius wrote. 
Big :with a ripe exuberance of thought : 

365 Greatly fedate, contemn'd a tyrant's reign. 
And laili'd corruption with a calm difdain : 
Yet fer from vulgar eyes remov'd his feat ; 
Vaft chains of rocks incloie the green retreat : 
l*t Bond conduflr you thro' the dark profound, 

370 And feir poetick fcenes fliall open round. 

More ardent eloquence, and boundkfs rage 
Devour, in Juvenal's exalted page : 

D His 

•f- Omne •vafer vitium ridenti Flaccui ^ma> 
Tangitj ©■ aJmifus circum p-acordia ludit, 
Callidm txcup populum fufpmdert nafi. Pers. Sat. i. 
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, . ..UJs miglitjt-humbCT&' aw'd- ioijupted Rome, 

375 As headkipg.- tjofrqnft tMund'fang feonat/on high, ' 
Rpnd tho p(o«d-r<x;k,'that fatcdytravy- Aelky. 

But.l<>|,the 6t*i ■viffiDr:cif iBatlind, : . 
Swoln Luxniryi n-i-iaaiiRuini6aSs.i'hi^iaA'h 
As coutttlcfe ipfefts.' ftrtii thsNordf-eaftipburj - ' ' 

380 T?o.fcIa£.tho;fpring,and k-avagfe ev'ry flaw'r ; 
So.-b»rf)'ioiiu iniUiDnaiprjad contagibus-desth,' 
The fipyning laurd irithEr'd a theif brteth : 
Deep Sjiperftitiba'snigEt. the fkies-o'drhiang,- - 
Beneath wbofe Wklul dews the poppy fpruog.' 

385 No longer Genius woo'd the Nine to io»e, 
But dulaefc nodded in the Mufe's giwe ; 
Wit,' Jpitit, freedom, were the fole oifence, ' 
Nor aught was held ridiculous' but -fenfei 
At length, again fair Science- Ihot' her raf, 

390 Dawn'd in the flciej, and {poke retufniflg day : . 
Now Satire, triumph o'er . thy flying foe. 
Whet, -whet thy arrows; and refome thy bowl " 

•.See, 
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8ee,:g^t EtMSMOs- breaks- the -pew*rfal-'l{Kl]^ 
^(I wboiidi tiiumplumc {dlifit ker'cdl t - 
39j Inlraiathe Joleamcowl furrouad* her face, - ' <- 
Vain all-hec bigot aahC, her fi>wV grksace; '- 
Withrili&me^itHBpetl'd her gid^ thnme-to-qiiit, 
Aad ow* the force of. teafon urjg'd bjr wit- ■ ' ' 

'Tw4s*hen plaittDoNNeiuhoneftTrengeance 'roft, 
400 His wit refijlgent.tho'- his 'rfiyine were prefe : - 
He 'midft an. age- of puns -and -pedants wrote • 
With genwat iTeiofe, and KcHAaa flb-ength of thought. 

Yet fdarce hadiSAnnB well -rehitn'd "her fiaine, 
(With grief the -aHfc.rdstes her eoiHtfry's Ihame) 
405 E'er BiitaiB law- (Jfc^feul revolt commence,- ' 
' -Aiiid:trcacH«(OT*t:Wi«-'bigMite -*ar With Seiife. 
' nien^rofc-a'fljaolelefi, iiiercenary-crew,-- •■ ' 
Whom l«lteft>tieae-with-]uffi contempt .fliall view : 
A r&de fefltaftiefe, •iii'^KMe p^gfc yon fee - • " 
4io Untutot'd fancy, a meer Jlt» (?£^r<V; i 
1 • 'Wit's- -flrattef'd-miiTor'lits-iil-fTagments bright; ' 
Refteae.bQt'fla:ture,- buf oonfound^thefight. "■ 
■'-'.'.■'■• ■-; D a Dry 
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Dry motals the cOurt-poet blui}i'<l to ling ; 
'Twas all his praife to fty " tie odd^ thing:" 

415 By quaint conceits and turns of. wit furprize, 
And puff poetick duft into jour! eyes. . 
Perhaps fboie virtue was his awkward tbemi^ 
When the light purfe infpir'd a darker dream : 
When adire hunger urg'd her lawlefi powV, 

420 Or the ftern bailiif thunder d at the door: 
But.Io I again the Sf Undid Shilling fiunes, 
And the bard grows immoral as he dines ; 
Proud, for a je(l oblcene, a p«tron's nod, 
To martyr virtue, or bUUpheme his Gad. 

415 Unhappy Dkysen I who unmov'd eao fee, 
Th' extremes of wit and Ineannefi joyn'd in thee I 
Flames that could mount and g$un their kindred' lkies> 
Lowcreeping in the putrid iuik of vice: 
A mufe whom truth and wifdom; woo'd in- vaia, 

430 The pimp of pow'ij the pteftitote to gaiq. 

Wreaths that {hou'd deck fair Virtue's form alone. 
To Animpets, traitors, tyrants, vilely thrown : 

Unrival'd 
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Unrival'd parts, the Icom of honefi &ne ; 
And genius rife, a monume&t of Soxcbr I 

45 J More happy France : immortal Boils au there 
Protedted wifdom \*ith a father's care : 
HBm Svith her love propitious Satire blelM, ' 
Aod.breath'd her airs divine into bis breaff : - - 
To form bis line,, perfedion's kws- conlpir^: 

44.0 And faultlefi judgment :guidK unbounded fire-: - 
Whedier he fmiles at folly^s fond caprice. 
Or pours the tfaiuidei of his tage on vice. '-■'■■- 

^ut fite at length lelentJng'SjiriKi finile. 
And fljow'r her choicell Boon on Britain's ifle : 

445 Behold-, for Pofe Ibe twines tiie laurel crown, 
Aiid leads the baid triun^ant to his throne ; 
Defpairing guilt -.and diilnefi loath the fight, . 
As, goblins vaniih at appreachiog light ; 
The gentle Tha^ei) ' that potirs. his ura fall by, 

450 Surveys the ftru6tore with revering eye ;: 
To a clear ijairrer fdioothj his glafiy- tfde^ 
Proud to reflfft.a nation's jufteft pridc>- 

Bu» 
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But o;).! jv^,^t!ghtf,c,^li8triiijiribiq'«iil»B.I jind, 
But fan% to'.§xj)r^ifie;JPqet>;ihii»l;l,:,3 U:.. 

45 i-rWJiOjyoiKltE flat's effillgeRse.fSttiiWpkjB,: I 
Unlefshedip^gflica.fettenftjii,/ : ,:v.,o.'I 
Wha4aiQt;a.{j«]|;;j)iil^-ftb«. God iafpnaS! 
What.s^^ .t}i?,jigh«i[infe . bnt .tleJpbed.df Afe ? 
So, i^i^jli^roFwdtoiiimbeitlij^ gonna: JcifOit>ii,u'i' 

460 A^rpi^'ciioftxsb^lallgnualBjbM'fcBttitlijcb'im/. ci.;^ 
For tliee.faeh Kfoiife:t<[iti]Lkmdjdaiiieaticiii Stoik^ 
For the«;:iiliB<Cljjc«SilflfC:th'JdaKinjglaTOi : 1 ' 
With,stktdhivil ioa^i^s^ ib)>^cikdie.'£«ili^ 
Atitun'd : ibj Voico^ : and! farm li thy '■- mhtd > isdgue. 

465^Nin£tv tohcrJjardinajeftkk Witibm caaic j-^ ?. l;• 
Tl)afaald;eIlcaptul;':d:k{n^le theirigdrsutilallM-: 
With tafte iupccior &ocn'd the vesalf^fibe'; . - 
Whom fla"c^'iwayi-^i''guMtyg#eitne6bi4)^V 
A,t^ifeiicy'<!«ttH:iWhi»t>q:a!'ithtf ■waneotf'feit -•-! 

470 Sport with-t^i^aiB; and- trifle ift'^dje- gaJe-;' ' :• 

Sublimer- '■»»«(»»<% dai^g "ipiritlsoaBi J- »■ - ' ' "■ 

7%y mighty! i(iq)f%«. Wat Cl*c«toft'i- Wuhd; ^ : • T 

; " Intent, 
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Inti^,- nev^' W^ds «^ fcftnce -to explore, ■ 
And blefs maSktlid'' V^tb'Wtfdt^m'sc Jacred ^re ; 

475 An<<*(r;j«)5ft*aii>#it^a«|l«i"1m^aS'f'; ' --' 
And powr^* raofk! tMttfpbrt o'er the heart/ 
' Fantafli^ Mt >f}>«ott iafgiieBtcaf ^ret, , > < 
And fikeiSrtatnar, ;wfcffle*»a^j»8fet''«jpij<as^'' '.C c 
Wit ktadleiE ^'thei i\jljA'ii)uS bttttii ofvke, 

480 Like theblue :Iight"iiilgJ"wtite iV ftines, . drfbo^ ; 
Butigtniitt.'&'d ByertithVitlstnal ii)^,-; ' - i' ' 
Burnt desk sxti oonftanc,: lilce the Iburce of day ; 
Like this, itV beans ^ndi'fidc and irefinyr^; \ -■ f 
Feeds, "wSrms,' ih^irits; a«d czaicsthe ftiind; >.' 

485 Mildly diipells bach' wintry paffion's'gloorti,' '■'■ 

And opens 'all the virtues intd bloom. ' ''' 

This praifey iminortal'jPoPE, •tO';diee be giv'n j ' T 

Thy genjusiwas ihdeioda gift -from-heavn; • '.■ 

■,Hail,:iBtduacquiJ'idj! »' whofe deathlefi'ljne, . 

490 Re^lboi.Wld «Jt 'Witfe fecBgth; cqBe^JfediftftnbaA 
WherecAaleUefiwit but Trfcsrthe ftconflpraiJe;;' 
Loft, noUy lQft,i:in;-T?tuth*j fuperior- blaze. : .1 
Did friendfliip eV liiil^d his wAndering mufe ? 
O let that friendihip plead the great excufc ; 
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495 That facredfriendfliip wliiph iftfpir'd his fofig, 
P<»»> in defefl, and duirw^^. VWOitg. : :. .' 
Ye deatfalcfi names, ye fpiu <£ eodle&.firjufe, ' 
By virtue; QrowB'd with neferrfitding bays ! 
Say, fliall an artlefi mufe, if you inipire, 

joo Light her pale lamp at your iipmottal fire }. ' . ' 
Shou'<t iW attempt, O may fbe :fa\fltlefi claim 
;A finall, -a tdnpbrary wreStb 6f ifsnie'? 
If fuch her,&te'; do' thoH fair 7r«/i5' defeend^ 
.•And "watchfiil gimd her in an hooeft end ; 

505 Kindly fefe4re, iftftruft her equal' line .'.'•. 
T<^ toOit no friend, not own a foe, but tiiiie. 
But if her giddy eye ihou'd vainly quit 
Thy facred faths, to run the mS?e of Wit ; ' •- 
If ^er'-apoftiite heart ^u'd' e'er indiije _ - - -' 

jio To oflfer idcinfe at Ccirfuption's ihrine ; : . -' 
Urg*, 'uige'tliy pow'r, the black attempt conftwnd, 
And daQ> tScfij*alcii3g efcfo to the fefoundj '- ~ 
Till aw'd to fear,' inflmaed iiards may fee . . . 
Tlut .guilt is doom'd to fink in infemy. . 

:■: i? I. N' L-Si> :" 
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